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1 INTRODUCTION

This year has seen us build on the success of our Suffrage 18 programme, with the
continuing development of our education and public engagement programmes. We were
delighted and privileged to host the 2019 Women’s History Network Conference marking
the centenary year of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919.
While the coronavirus lockdown in mid-March resulted in the temporary closure of the
Library building and the rescheduling of some events and educational activities to later in
the year, we have been able to move other services online and ran our first public events
online. As lockdown restrictions begin to ease, we are now involved in planning the return
to campus. We will let the Friends Executive Committee know our plans in due course. The
safety of staff, students and visitors is paramount, and the reopening of study spaces and
staffed services will be gradual and built up over time. LSE is planning for the new academic
year adapting to a greater delivery of learning online in which the Library has a significant
role.

2 SUPPORTING RESEARCH
Women’s History Network Conference 2019
On 6-7 September 2019 we hosted the 28th annual Women’s History Network (WHN)
conference on Professional Women: the public, the private, and the political, welcoming 135
delegates from all over the world. (See the WHN Conference report). The programme
featured over 65 papers exploring the ‘professional woman’ in all periods, nations and
forms. Many of the papers referenced collections held in The Women’s Library collection,
demonstrating its value and significance as a resource for research on women in the
professions. Professor Maggie Andrews, chair of the Women’s History Network, wrote
afterwards to congratulate us: ‘The organisation and venues were brilliant, and I heard so
many positive comments from everyone who was there’
Our collaboration with the Jill Craigie: Film Pioneer project continued. Principal investigator
Lizzie Thynne’s presented work in progress on the project film – which draw heavily on the
archive - at the Women’s History Network conference in September 2019. Research Fellow
Adele Tulli produced a guide to the Jill Craigie archive in The Women’s Library. We also
showcased the project at the LSE Research Festival in November 2019.
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Reading room visitors
Statistics have not yet been compiled for 2019-20 on the numbers of reading room visits
and items issued. We will pass these on to the Executive Committee when they become
available in due course.
Staff publications




Debbie Challis (2020), ‘Autonomy In and Through the Body’, Unfinished Business. The
Fight for Women’s Rights, British Library - Exhibition Catalogue, 64-75.
Debbie Challis is also on the Steering Committee for the exhibition, now scheduled to
open in October 2020).
Gillian Murphy (2020) The prison letters of Alice Ker and Mary Ellen Taylor: suffragettes
and mothers, Women's History Review, 1-16. DOI: 10.1080/09612025.2020.1745402

Staff conference papers





Debbie Challis, ‘Education, the Professions and Fertility: Frances Wood’s statistical
study’, Professional Women: the public, the private and the personal, Women’s History
Network Conference, 6-7 September 2019, LSE Library.
Debbie Challis, ‘Another Brick in the Wall: Protest through Archives and Making’, Group
for Education in Museums (GEM) Conference, 11-13 September 2019, Torquay
Museum.
Gillian Murphy, ‘Costing the printed word of Onlywomen Press’ at ‘Purpose, Power and
Profit: feminist ethical enterprise and cultural industries’ workshop, 12 July
2019, Murray Edwards College Cambridge.
Gillian Murphy, brief talk about The Women’s Library at a celebration to mark 50 years
since women’s liberation conference at Ruskin College, 1 March 2020, Somerville
College Oxford.

3 COLLECTIONS
New acquisitions and online catalogues
We have acquired several interesting collections in the last year.
*The Women's Council, voluntary organisation
Founded in 1931 to facilitate co-operation between women’s organisations in the UK, and
the emerging women’s movement in India, in particular around campaigns for women’s
rights.
*Rosa Waugh Hobhouse, 1882-1971, writer and pacifist
Personal papers in particular material re Rosa's years as a student at the Slade School of Art
and a teacher in Ealing and Cardiff, and correspondence between Rosa and suffragette and
artist Katie Gliddon, a close and life-long friend.
*British Housewives League, pressure group
Founded in 1945 as a non-party organisation that sought to act as the voice of the British

LSE Library Report to the Friends of the Women’s Library June 2020
housewife, providing advice and encouraging active participation in society.
*Asylum Aid: Women's Project, pressure group for refugee women
Established at Asylum Aid in 2000, this project aimed to ensure that the Refugee
Convention covered gender-based persecution (such as rape, sexual and domestic violence,
FGM and forced marriage) as well as political persecution.
Cynthia Cockburn, 1934-2019, researcher, writer and peace activist
Personal papers and research materials, including a large collection of rare grey literature on
gender, war and peace-making
The first four collections listed above (marked *) have been catalogued, with detailed lists of
the contents available on LSE Library’s archives catalogue. The Cynthia Cockburn archive will
be a priority for cataloguing in 2020-21.
Additionally, we catalogued the papers of the National Housewives Association, a pressure
group formed in 1972 to give the ‘ordinary housewife’ a voice and campaign for their rights
as consumers at a time of rising household bills. The archive was originally acquired by The
Women’s Library in July 2011.
Digital collections
Summer 2019 saw the publication of the third and final tranche of material in our Women’s
Rights collection, which features pamphlets and journals produced by a range of suffrage
societies and related organisations. Highlights include publications by National Union of
Societies for Equal Citizenship and the British Commonwealth and a selection of pamphlets
from the Cavendish Bentinck collection. We are grateful to the Friends for their contribution
to the cost of digitisation.
In addition, we have contributed material from The Women’s Library collection to two
major national digitisation projects.
Unlocking Our Sound Heritage (British Library)
Broadcast in 1988, Out of the Dolls House was a BBC documentary series exploring the way
women's lives changed in the 20th century through personal recollections and oral
testimony. The interviews on which the series was based were deposited at The Women’s
Library in 1989. The recordings are now being catalogued and digitised as part of the
Unlocking Our Sound Heritage project, managed by the British Library, which aims to
preserve and provide access to rare and unique sound recordings in archives across the UK.
Digitising 20th century social movements (JISC)
As part of this innovative collaboration between JISC and 13 partners to develop new digital
collections for teaching and research, we received funding to digitise 1000 pamphlets from
The Women’s Library documenting the work of women’s organisations in the inter-war
period.
The digital content created by both these projects should become available in 2020.
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4 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Exhibitions
‘Social Revolutions: women’s liberation and gay liberation in the 1970s and 1980s’ opened
on 20 January 2020. It marked 50 years since the beginnings of two significant social
movements in the UK: the first women’s liberation conference in Oxford and the first UK
meeting of the Gay Liberation Front at LSE. This exhibition explored how both movements
mobilised thousands of people to believe that they could change the world through
speaking out and challenging the status quo, and showed how activists used and
transformed publishing, performance and visual imagery around gender. The exhibition
displayed material from the Women’s Library collection and the Hall-Carpenter Archives.
Festivals
Our project with schools for the 2020 LSE Festival took inspiration from intersectional
feminist ideas of intersectionality to explore identity and colour with school children and in
a family day in March 2020. We received £7,999 from the LSE Festival for this project. A
cross-curricular workshop for Year 5 classes in two primary schools was created, exploring
intersectional issues around identity, using colour theory, literacy and weaving, informed by
the theme ‘shaping the world’ of the festival. 125 children across 4 classes worked together
on cubes of woven threads in which 3 colours reflected their identity. They also contributed
their thoughts on colour, why they choose their favourite colours and their identity to a
sound piece. On Saturday 7 March 2020 at LSE, Becci Kenning, a freelance artist, led around
90 participants in weaving colour into the windows, and on take away pieces. Writer Yaba
Badoe read a story from her novel The Secret of the Purple Lake.
A poetry and music event on 6 March 2020 at LSE Library was part of the LSE
Festival. Poetry was inspired by The Women’s Library collection and written by Anna Kisby,
former archivist of The Women’s Library. Music was inspired by the poetry.

LSE Festival March 2020
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We received £600 from the Being Human Festival (School of Advanced Studies, University of
London) to fund a ‘work in progress’ of a performance around Virginia Woolf, her life and
the professions, as part of the Being Human Festival in November 2019. ‘Virginia Woolf:
Killing the Angel’ is the latest collaboration between professional actor and classical singer,
Lucy Stevens and pianist Elizabeth Marcus. The completed play with music will be touring
the UK in 2021 and will be performed at LSE in June 2021.
External project collaborations










HLF-funded Sisters Are Doing It For Themselves run by the Women’s Resource Centre, a
project to document and celebrate the achievements of pioneering women within the
Women’s Voluntary and Community Sector (WVCS). Oral history interviews created by
the project will be archived as part of The Women’s Library.
The Education and Outreach Officer delivered introductions to the women’s liberation
movement and Refuges to Year 8 students at two schools in February 2020 as part of the
WRC’s Feminist Leadership Course. An event postponed from March 2020 is being
planned to run online in July (to be confirmed) and the launch of the archive is
postponed from July to September (or possibly November) due to the pandemic.
We supported the Electrifying Women project at the University of Leeds and Women’s
Engineering Society by hosting a creative writing workshop and a wiki-editathon open to
the public and a seminar for students and researchers.
We hosted the Women’s Legal Landmarks seminar series at LSE Library June – December
2019. This project was led by Dr. Erika Rackley of Kent University and Dr. Rosemary
Auchmuty of Reading University. The final keynote address of the series was given by Dr.
Mari Takayanagi of the Parliamentary Archives as the final event in our Women at Work
series in December 2019.
We hosted the Gender and History in the Americas Seminar Series, organised by the
Society for the History of Women in the Americas (SHAW) and the Institute of Historical
Research throughout 2019-20.
We hosted the Black Female Intellectuals in Historical and Contemporary Context
Network workshop on 19 February 2020.

Events
On International Women’s Day 2019, LSE Library launched its programme around Women at
Work to commemorate 100 years since the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act. The
programme has examined areas of work that have only relatively recently appointed women
to senior positions. This programme continued into Autumn 2019 with three events. (See
Appendix 2).
The event programme for 2020 related to LGBT+ History Month including being part of the
Outing The Past festival; the exhibition Social Revolutions and the Women’s Liberation
Movement or how women’s histories are told (or not). Unfortunately, four events were
postponed in March 2020 due to the pandemic and lockdown at LSE from 16 March 2020.
Two will now be online events in September 2020, with another one postponed to
November 2020 and another to March 2021. One event - a talk by Rachel Crossley, Director
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of the East End Women’s Museum went ahead as a Zoom event on 2 April 2020, a first for
LSE Library.
We had scheduled three events for Feminist Book Fortnight in May 2020, one is now
rescheduled for September as part of LSE 125. Two of the events were re-designed and
broadcast online via Zoom as orginally scheduled – a reading discussion on ‘Cassandra’ by
Florence Nightingale with the Royal College of Nursing Archives and a talk by Wendy Moore
on her new book about Endell Street Military Hospital. A performance / talk has moved
online on 11 June 2020, She Wrote Songs. Interestingly attendance for the online events has
seen a small increase in our usual attendance figures and a greater number of people from
outside of London, and even international.
In figures:
 17 public events relating to collections in the Women’s Library have been organised
at / by LSE
 586 people have attended, including 108 online.

TWL Related Events

06Feb

06Feb

14Feb

07- 07Mar Mar

She Sings Songs Performance

30Jan20

Endell Street Book Talk Online

11Dec

02- 12- 21Apr May May

11Jun

East End Women's Museum Online
Cassandra Florence
Nightingale Online

Legal Landmarks: Talk

12- 20Nov Nov

Weaving Stories: LSE Festival

Killing the Angel: Performance

18Oct

Weaving Stories: LSE Festival

Legal Landmarks Seminar

24Sep

Electrifying Women Seminar

Legal Landmarks Seminar

21Sep

OTP: Performance Talks

Greenham Women - Talk

19Sep

Storying Feminist History Talk
Margaretta Jolly
OTP: Healthcare and Activism
Talks

Electrifying Women:
Wikieditaphon

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
Dagenham Women Reading
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Feedback from the online event on Endell Street, May 2020:
“Hello! Just to say thanks for this and for organising everything so seamlessly yesterday
evening. I already have a copy of - and have read - the book and enjoyed the presentation.
I’m in west Wales. Best, Angela” (Prof. Angela V. John).
“Please thank Wendy for an amazing insight. Sorry I had to leave before questions I was a
nurse and am privileged to live in Dudley Court, Shorts Gardens and i like to think the energy
continues. Nic.”
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5 EDUCATION
Schools
Unfortunately, the busiest period for school visits and outreach to schools, particularly with
The Women’s Library material, is June / July. However, two secondary schools had taught
workshops as part of the WRC Sisters’ Project and two primary schools (covering 4 classes)
had full day sessions as part of the LSE Festival workshops:


Year 5 students - 125, Year 8 students - 22, Year 13 - 6 students, teachers - 10.

The Library’s Education and Outreach Officer, Debbie Challis has created teacher resources
relating to The Women’s Library Collection. All of them are available on the resource section
of the Times Education Supplement website.

Resources on TES: Views & Downloads
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
Family Functions: WLM Women, Murder and
and changing role of
Poverty in 1880s
women
Whitechapel

Changing Role of
Women in the 1920s

At Last - Votes for
Women

New for 2019-20:
 Family Functions: WLM and changing role of women - online from 15 March 2020
 Women, Murder and Poverty in 1880s Whitechapel - online from 14 May 2020
 Millicent Fawcett Learning Story on My Learning.org – online from May 2020
Higher Education
This year we saw an increased number of visits from external Higher Education institutions,
even though we do not actively promote this. This included four academics, who continue to
bring their students every year (from King’s College London, UCL, University of Virginia), and
five new academics (from University of Westminster, Warwick University, Portsmouth
University, King’s College London, Royal School of Needlework). These sessions involve
working with the academic to choose the material they want their students to look at in
order to complement their course. The suffrage collection and women’s liberation
movement material remain popular, with one academic choosing anti-colonial
material. These were 2nd/3rd year undergraduate students (total 181 students). Other
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academics from the United States were booked for sessions in June 2020 but these were
cancelled due to the pandemic.
Feedback:
“It was an enlightening experience to be allowed access to the feminist literature stored in
the archives of the LSE Women’s Library – especially so as so much of the reading we do
for uni is via PDFs or other online platforms – it felt like a real privilege to be able to hold
these books, diaries and other ephemera in our hands. Thank you for allowing us access and,
to Gillian, for the information she gave us on each text.” [Signed, Emily]
“The Women’s Library provided a unique opportunity to understand exactly how the
grassroots women’s liberation movement operated, its global reach and ambition but also
the personalities, from documents within Lilian Mohin’s papers, her scribbled notes and
coffee-stained pages really brought the movement to life.”
This year also saw increased interest in the Women’s Library from LSE academics. Students
studying Mediated Feminisms (LSE Media and Communications department) consulted
women’s periodicals from the late 19th century/early 20th century. Students could be
creative in their coursework with one producing a modern day suffrage poster (Asian
woman and an intersectionality sword) and another made suffragette hair “scrunchies”(they
could make a modern day artefact using historical feminism) with the purple, green and
white colours of the suffragettes. The teacher was very pleased with the outputs from the
students.
Two workshops were scheduled for March 2020 but were cancelled due to the pandemic.
One was for LSE Media and Communications examining suffrage and Greenham Common
material and the second was to support students undertaking dissertation research from the
Gender Studies department.
Planning is underway for developing online workshops to support LSE courses in the new
academic year when it is expected that learning will be delivered in both physical and online
environments.
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Appendix 1 Partner / collaboration list












Google Arts and Culture
Outing the Past (events 6 February)
Women’s Engineering Society
University of Leeds / Electrifying Women Project
Women’s Resource Centre
Women’s Legal Landmarks
Women’s History Network
Royal College of Nursing (event on Nursing Day 12 May)
My Learning - Leeds Museum online learning
Being Human Festival
Becci Kenning, artist

Appendix 2 - Women at Work Programme 2019
The larger events were outside of the period of the exhibition The Sacred Year (April to
September). Most of the better attended events were part of another internal or external
programme:
 Women in the City was on International Women’s Day and was part of the LSE PLP
 Three book events were part of Feminist Book Fortnight in May
 The Ladies’ Bridge was on London History Day
 Killing the Angel was part of the Being Human Festival for which we received a grant
of £600 and match funded it.
We were approached to host events – usually lunchtime talks – by organisers / participants
for several of the events, including Smyth’s Songs, Emilia, Rachel Reeves Women at
Westminster, Monsters, and Resist.
Overall, it was a smaller programme in terms of publicity and numbers than the Suffrage 18
programme but that was to be expected.
Demographic Breakdown

Women at Work Ages
16%
22%

20%
21%

21%

Age 16-25

26-35

36-50

50-65

65+
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Women at Work: Gender
1%
21%
78%

Male

Female

Intersex

Women at Work: Cultural Identity
6% 3% 6%

15%
4%
16%

50%

Mixed Heritage British

White British

White Non-UK

British Chinese

British Asian

Black British

Black / Asian / Latino Non-UK

Examples of Feedback from Events 2019-2020
Women in Westminster 11 April 2019
Rachel Reeves was a very engaging speaker
Excellent survey of 100 years
In Your Defence 7 May 2019
Fabulous speaker
Very topical and important issues raised by the speaker. Thank you
Ladies Bridge 31 May 2019
Discussion of film makers and librarian after with archives. Fascinating! Thank you was
amazing!
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Directors being in the room. Library staff introduction & archive examples. It was good to
hear about the journey
The Hard Way 26 June 2019
Mix of history - music - social comment
The show, the subject and Louise Jordan's story telling were all truly brilliant. Venue very
good and I want to come back.
Resist – Dagenham Strike, Luan Goldie 19 September 2019
The story the atmosphere and discussion element, really nice to hear and discuss a political
thing by jumping from a story.
Having a short story read aloud was unusual and enjoyable.
Killing the Angel (Being Human Festival) 20 November 2019
Loved the combination of hearing her own words with the music, gave me a deeper
appreciation of her that I didn't have before, I will be revisiting her writing and look forward
to the finished performance; how relevant her life and experiences were to now in 2019.
I work in violence against women and girls and empower women to find their voice - I
hoped this would be useful and it was amazing. How wonderful to have such dynamic
layers. The music and songs enlivened the narrative and they made me question so much
more about my life and the lives of the cases I manage.
Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 11 December 2019
Enjoyed hearing the context of the act and assessment of whether it is a landmark.
Informative aspect very helpful.
Reference to new books and research was useful.
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